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as the age at which they can be best judged of by the
buyer.
Of the same date I find written in pencil, on what
must have been the envelope of some sheriffs-process,
this note, addressed to Mr. Charles Erskine, the Sheriff-
Substitute of Selkirkshire: —
September 10, 1818,
dear chakles, — I have read these papers with all
attention this morning — but think you will agree with
me that there must be an Eke to the Condescendence.
Order the Eke against next day.—Tom leaves with
this packet a blackcock, and (more's the pity) a gray
hen. Yours,	W. S.
And again he thus writes by post to James Ballantyne:
abbotsitobd, September 10, 1818.
dear james, — I am quite satisfied with what has
been done as to the London bills. I am glad the presses
move. I have been interrupted sadly since my return
by tourist gazers. This day a confounded pair of Cam-
bridge boys have robbed me of two good hours, and you
of a sheet of copy — though whether a good sheet or no,
deponent saith not. The story is a dismal one, and I
doubt sometimes whether it will bear working out to
much length after all. Query, if I shall make it so
effective in two volumes as my mother does in her quar-
ter of an hour's crack by the fireside? But nil desperan-
dum. You shall have a bunch to-morrow or next day —
and when the proofs come in, my pen must and shall step
out. By the bye, I want a supply of pens — and ditto of
ink. Adieu for the present, for I must go over to Toft-
field, to give orders anent the dam and the footpath, and
see item as to what should be done anent steps at the
Ehymer's Waterfall, which I think may be made to turn
out a decent bit of a linn, as would set True Thomas his
worth and dignity. Ever yours,	W. S.
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